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Battery EPR starts in 2027…why pay 
attention now?

• Battery Stewardship Plan has been developed by The Battery 
Network (TBN) and submitted to Ecology.  It will soon be out for 
review and public comment. 

• Part of the stewardship plan is a template service agreement 
between TBN and local governments. There are major 
shortcomings in the template that local governments have 
identified so far. 

• Local governments have to decide to be part of the program or 
not and start planning either way. 



Become a program collection site. Battery stewardship programs must use as a collection site for 
covered batteries any…municipality…that meets the criteria for collection sites in the approved plan, 
upon the submission of a request by the entity to the battery stewardship organization to serve as a 
collection site

Continue to collect batteries without becoming a program collection site. Local governments 
can collect batteries at own expense, however they must also:

• Collect each chemistry and brand of covered battery at its collection site or sites. 

• Collect, sort, and package collected materials in a manner that meets the standards established in a 
battery stewardship organization plan approved by the department. 

• Either provide the collected batteries to the battery stewardship organization in lawful transportation 
containers for it to transfer the collected batteries at a processing facility the battery stewardship 
organization has approved, or transport to, or arrange for the transportation of collected batteries 
for processing at a facility that a battery stewardship organization has approved under a plan 
approved by the department

• Report to a battery stewardship organization information necessary for the battery stewardship 
organization to fulfill its reporting obligations. 

Don’t offer battery collection.

Options for local government participation



Stewardship 
Plan 
Components:

Collection 
Sites

• A list and description of the criteria the battery steward ship 
organization will use to determine whether an entity may serve 
as a collection site or site of a collection event. 

• A description of the types of collection containers that will be 
used at collection sites 

• A description of how damaged and defective batteries will be 
collected only at sites staffed by persons trained to collect, 
handle, and ship those batteries. 

• A description of methods for hosting collection events to 
supplement permanent collection services, including proposed 
locations, frequency, and outreach efforts. 

• A description of how the battery stewardship organization will 
ensure each collection site has the materials and equipment 
necessary to handle customer demand and has established a 
regular pick-up schedule to prevent overflow issues at 
collection sites. 

• A description of how collection sites will be trained to deal with 
receiving batteries that are not required to be collected such 
as batteries that are not easily removable from a product or 
covered electronic products.



Stewardship 
Plan 
Components:

Coordination 
with local 
governments

The plan must describe how the stewardship organization 
will communicate and coordinate with local governments 
in implementation of the program including: 
• A copy of a template local government reimbursement 

agreement and a description of how local governments 
participated in the template's development.

• Procedures that a local government collecting covered 
batteries at its own expense outside of the program 
must follow to meet the requirements in WAC 173-905-
500(8). 

• Procedures that a local government must follow to 
coordinate with a battery stewardship organization 
regarding collection events. 

• Procedures that a local government seeking 
reimbursement from the stewardship organization must 
follow to coordinate with a battery stewardship 
organization on education and outreach efforts. 



• The Battery Network Inc.’s GreenVantage battery recycling program provides 
municipalities with an offset to aid in the labor cost of collecting batteries. 

• TBN provides free battery collection kits, safety training, costs related to picking up 
batteries from collections sites, and recycling costs.

• TBN has established $.20/lb as the rate they think covers all labor costs for local 
government collection activities. They can adjust the rate unilaterally with 30 days 
notice.

• There is no date certain or schedule in template service agreement by which a local 
government gets reimbursed.

• Their liability is limited to reimbursement rate paid the previous year.

• Fees may apply if you ship non-covered batteries, and fees are not included.

GreenVantage Service Agreement Template



Does .20/lb. 
cover these 
costs for you? 

“Demonstrable costs" means costs that a local 
government participating in a battery stewardship 
program incurs as a result of covered battery collection 
activities, at permanent collection sites or through 
collection events, including labor and nonlabor costs 
associated with: 
(a) Sorting collected batteries; 
(b) Packaging collected batteries for transport; 
(c) Transportation and consolidation of batteries 
from satellite sites; 
(d) Storage containers unless those containers are 
provided by the battery stewardship organization; 
(e) Transportation to the battery stewardship 
organization's vendor, if cost effective or more 
efficient; 
(f) Recycling batteries collected at collection 
events; and 
(g) Additional agreed-to costs.



250+ 
lbs./yr



<250 
lbs./yr



Next Steps

Local Government meeting to review the battery 
stewardship plan in early August. Put your name in 
chat if you want an invite.

Contact me with any questions! 

Pam Johnson, pam.johnson@seattle.gov

Contact The Battery Network directly with 
questions about how collection might work best in 
your jurisdiction:

Carin Stuart, Sr. Director of Steward Services
cstuart@batterynetwork.org

mailto:cstuart@batterynetwork.org
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